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SUB J : STRAUSS/USHIBA MEETING: IMPLEMENTATION OF CITRUS 
- AND BEEF 

1 . SUMMARY: VISIT OF CITRUS MISSION WENT SMOOTHLY. 

DURING INTER-INDUSTRY MEETINGS, U.S. SIDE STATED ITS POSI 
TION FOR COMPLETE, ALTHOUGH PHASED, ELIMINATION OF FRESH 
ORANGE AND CITRUS IUICE QUOTAS. JAPANESE SIDE OPPOSED 
LIBERALIZATION. FULL, BUT POLITE, DISCUSSION ENSUED. 

GOJ WAS FULLY COOPERATIVE THROUGHOUT. IN MEETING ON 
BEEF, GOJ CONFIRMED PLAN TO SEND BEEF TEAM TO U.S. IN LATE 
APRIL. END SUMMARY. 
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2. MOST IMPORTANT RESULT OF CITRUS TALKS WAS GOJ COMMITMENT 
TO U.S. INDUSTRY THAT INCREASED QUOTA WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED 
WITHOUT IMPOSITION OF NEW BARRIERS WHICH HAD BEEN RUMORED, 
SUCH AS MONTHLY ALLOCATION OR SURCHARGES. GOJ WILL, HOW- 
EVER, ASK IMPORTERS TO SUBMIT IMPORT PLANS AND MIGHT DISCUS 
WITH IMPORTERS IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING MARKET DISRUPTION 
FROM SUDDEN INCREASES IN IMPORTS. AMERICAN INDUSTRY MADE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NO OBJECTION. 

3. FLORIDA GROUP STILL FEELS LEFT OUT BY JUNE-SEPT PERIOD 

OF SEASONAL QUOTA, EARLY MAY (LIKELY) ANNOUNCEMENT OF QUOTA, 
AND LONG-TERM COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH IMPORTERS 
DEVELOPED BY CALIFORNIA. FLORIDA ASKED FOR EARLIER 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF QUOTA AND ISSUANCE OF LICENCES TO NEW 
IMPORTERS. IN A GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT MEETING, MAF TOLD 
US FLORIDA HAD MADE SALES (88,600 FLORIDA CARTONS ARRIVING 
APRIL AND MAY), IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY EXPLOSIVE TO GIVE 
LICENCES TO NEW IMPORTERS, AND TO TRY TO DO SO WOULD DELAY 
ISSUANCE OF QUOTA. CLEAR IMPRESSION WAS THAT FLORIDA 
REQUESTS ARE NON-STARTERS. ONLY THROUGH MTN LIBERALIZA- 
TION CAN WE FULLY TAKE CARE OF FLORIDA'S PROBLEM. 

4. ON IMPLEMENTATION OF JUICE QUOTA, GOJ SAID IT WOULD BE 
IMPLEMENTED IN DECEMBER 1978. PART OF U.S. INDUSTRY WANTED 
IMPLEMENTATION IN APRIL 1978. ANOTHER PART INDICATED 
DECEMBER ANNOUNCEMENT IS A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT AND THAT 
AN OCT/NOV ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD BE SATISFACTORY. DECEMBER 
IMPLEMENTATION IS NOT AS SERIOUS ISSUE AS WE HAD THOUGHT 

IN WASHINGTON. 

5. BEEF: NOTHING NEW CAME OUT OF SHORT MEETING WITH MAF 
ON BEEF EXCEPT THEY CONFIRMED THEY PLAN TO SEND BEEF MIS 
SION TO U.S. IN LATE APRIL. WE STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF 
RESOLVING BEEF ISSUE SATISFACTORILY BEFORE MAY 3 VISIT 

OF PRIME MINISTER. 
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6. SUGGEST THAT IN BILATERAL WITH USHIBA, AMBASSADOR 
STRAUSS MAKE THESE POINTS: 

- A. BEEF: STRESS OUR CONCERN OVER IMPLEMENTATION OF 
BEEF ITEM IN COMMUNIQUE. INDICATE IMPORTANCE OF LATE 
APRIL MISSION BEING AUTHORIZED TO GIVE SATISFACTORY ASSUR- 
ANCES ON IMPORTS OF 10,000 TONS OF HIGH QUALITY BEEF SO 
BOTH SIDES CAN GIVE GOOD REPORT TO PRINCIPALS ON IMPLEMEN- 
TATION OF SPECIFIC TRADE ITEMS BY TIME OF MAY 3 MEETING. 

- B. CITRUS: NOTE IN PASSING THAT WE WOULD BE CONCERNED 
IF GOJ IMPLEMENTS QUOTA WITH ANY ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE 
WHICH MIGHT CAUSE U.S. CITRUS EXPORTERS PROBLEMS. 

MANSFIELD 
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